First, I would like to thank the authors for adding the needed details to materials and methods for 100 seed weight and sequencing. They have adequately addressed all my concerns in these areas. I also acknowledge that the authors have made extensive changes to the manuscript. In particular their thresholds have been increased to 1% cutoff, removed Bonferonni threshold, etc. In general the paper is much improved, particularly in regard to the writing. I do not have any issue with what the authors have done per se, but I still disagree that the enrichment based approach is as informative as the authors believe. The authors conclusively show there has been selection acting on the regions highlighted, and I'm certain that there are causative genetic variation within the selected regions. However, the candidate gene enrichment approach seems a bit naive. Within those sweeps are dozens of other genes that were not selected for but simply carried along due to linkage. I have doubts that this approach is able to identify the true underlying genetic causes which are under selection without substantial additional confirmatory work. The main finding seems to be defense genes are enriched, which given they tend to be in clusters in the genome does not surprise me. Nevertheless, I believe this work should be published and does indeed have merit to the broader soybean research community. The sequencing results alone are a valuable addition and should be recognized.
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